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1 iPaul, a2 scrvant? of Jesus Christ,
called to be an apostle, set apart for
the gospel of God, 2which he promised
beforchand through his prophets in the
baly scriptures, 3the gospel concerning
his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh Yand was declared
to be Soo of God with power according
to the spirit? of holiness by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
Sthrough whom we have received gracc
and aposticship to bring about the
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, *including your-
scives who are called {0 belong 10 Jesus
Christ, '

7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who
are called to be saints:

Grace 1o you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith
is proclaimed throughout the world. *For
God, whom [ serwe with my spirit by
announcing the gospel© of his Son, is my
witness that without ceasing I remember
you always in my prayers, Wasking that
by God’s will 1 may somehow at last
succeed in coming to you. 1tFor I am
longing to see you so that I may share
with you some spiritual gifl to strengthen
you— 2or rather so that we may be
mutuaily cncouraged by each other’s
faith, both yours and mine. ¥T want you
to know, brothers and sisters,? that I
have often intended to come to you (but
thus far have been prevented), in order
that I may rcap some harvest among you
as | have among the rest of the Gentiles.
MT am a debtor both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish 15—hence my eagerness (O
 proclaim the gospel to you also who are
in Rome.

The Power of the Gospel

16For 1 am not ashamed of the
gospel; it is the power of God for salva-
tion to everyonc who has faith, to the
Yew [irst and also to the Greek, 7 For in
it the righteousness of God is revealed
through faith for faith; as it is written,
“The one who is rightcous will live by
faith.”e

The Guilt of Humankind

18For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and
wickedness of those who by their wicked-
ness suppress the truth. ?*For what can
be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it tw them.
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"® Ever since the creation of the world his

eternal power and divine nature, invisible
though they are, have been undersiood
and seen through the things he has made.
So they are without excuse; ¥ for though
they knew God, they did not honor him
as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futiie in their thinking, and their
senscless minds were  darkened.
2 {Claiming 1o be wise, they became fools;
Band they exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling a
mortal human being or birds or four-
footed animals or reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the
lusts of their hearts to impurity, lo the
degrading of their bodies among them-
sclves, ¥because they exchanged the
truth abowt God for a lie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is bicssed forever! Amen.

26For this reason God gave them up
to degrading passions. Their women ex-
changed natural intercourse for un-
natural, ¥and in the samc way also the
men, giving up natural intercourse with
women, were consumed with passion for
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one another. Men commilted shameless |
acts with men and recetved in their own
persens the due penalty for their error.

2RAnd since they did not see fit to
acknowledge God, God gave them up to
a debased mind and to things that should
not be done. ®They were filled with
every kind of wickedness, evil, covetous-
ness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, craftiness, they are gossips,
Mslanderers, God-haters,f insolent,
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebel-
lious woward parents, ¥ foolish, faithless,
beartiess, ruthless, %They know God's
decree, that those who practice such
things deserve to dic —yet they not only
do thcm but cven applaud others who
practice them.

The Righteous Judgment of God
2 I'Therefore you have no excuse,

whoever you arc, when you judge
others; for in passing judgment on
another you condemn yourself, because
you, the judge, are doing the very same
things. *You say,# “We know that God’s
judgment on those who do such things is
in accordance with truth.” 3Da you im-
agine, whoever you are, that whea you
judge those who do such things and yet
do them yoursclf, you will escape the
judgment of God?
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40r do you despise
the nches of his kindness and for-
bearance and patience? Dn you not real-
ize that Goxd’s kindness is meant to lcad
You to repcatance? SBut by your hard
and impenitent heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath,
when God's righteows judgment will be
revealed. ¢For he will repay according to
cach one’s deeds: 7io those who by
patiently doing good seek for glory and
honor and immortality, he will give eter-
nal life; *while for those who are seif-
seeking and who obey not the truth but

wickedness, there will be wrath and fury,

*There will be anguish and distress for
everyone who does evil, the Jew [irst and
also the Greek, ®but glory and honor
and peace for everyonc who does good,
the Jew first and also the Greck. *For
God shows no partiality.

12 All who have sinped apart from the
law will also perish apart from the law,
and all who have sinned under the law
will be judged by the law. 1For it is not
the hearers of the law who are righteous
in God’s sight, but the doers of the Jaw
who will be justified #When Gentiles,
who do not possess the law, do instine-
tively what the law requires, these,
though not baving the law, are a law 0
themselves. ¥They show that what the
law requires is written on their hearts, to
which their own conscience also bears
witness; and their conflicting thoughts
will accuse or perhaps excuse them %on
the day when, according to my gospel,
God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the
secret thoughts of all.

The Jews and the Law

17But if you call yourself a Jew and
rely on the law and boast of your relation
10 God Wand know his will and deter-
mine what is best becausc you are in-
structed in the law, ¥and if you are sure
that you arc a guide to the blind, a light
to those who are in darkness, 2a correc-
tor of the foolish, a teacher of children,
having in the law the cmbodiment of
knowledge and truth, *you, then, that
teach others, will you not teach yourself?
While you preach against stealing, do you
steal? 2You that forbid adultery, do you
commijt adultery? You that abhor idols,
do you rob temples? BYou that boast in
the law, do you dishonor God by break-
ing the law? 2 For, as {t is written, “The
name of God is blasphemed among the
‘Gentiles because of you.”
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25Cireumcision indeed is of value it
you obey the law; but if you bresk the
law, your circumcision has become uncic-
cumgcision. 8o, il those who are uncir-
cumcised keep the rcguircments of the
law, will not their uncircumcision be
regarded as circumcision? ¥ Then thosc
who arc physically uncircumcised buot
keep the law will condemn you that have
the written ecode and circumcision bul
break the law. 2 For a person is not a
Jew wbo 5 one outwardly, nor is truc
circumcision somcthing external and
physical. ®Rather, a person is a Jew who
is onc inwardly, and real circumcision is
a matice of the heart—it is spiritual and
not litcral. Such a person receives praise

not from others but from God.
"'Then what advantage has the Jow?

3 Or what is the valuc of circumcision?
IMuch, in every way. For in the first
placc the Jews® were entrusted with the
oracles of God. 3What if some were un-
faithful? Will their faithlcssness nullify
the faithfulness of God? *By no means!
Although everyone is a liar, ket God he
proved true, as it i1s wrilten,
“So that you may be justificd in
your words,
and prevail in your judging.”

5But if our injustice serves o confirm the
Jjustice of God, what shoukl we say? That
God is unjust to inflict wrath on us? (I
spcak in a human way.) By no means!
For then how could God judge the
world? 7But if through my falsechood
God’s truthlulness abounds 1o his glory,
why am I still being condemned as a
sinner? 3And why not say (as some
people slander us by saying that we say),
“Let us do cvil so that good may come™?
Their condemnation is deserved!

None Is Righteous

9What then? Are we any better off?f
No, not at all; for we have already
charged that ali, both Jews and Greeks,
arc under the power of sin, ®*as it is
written:
“There is no one who is
righteows, not even one;

1 there is no one who has

understanding,
there is no ope who secks
God.

B All have turned aside, together
they have become
worthiess;

there is no onc who shows
kindness,
there is not even one.”
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not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also, ®since God is one; and he
will justify the circumcised on the ground
of faith and the uncircumcised through
that same faith, 3 Do we then overthrow
the 1aw by this faith? By no means! On
the contrary, we uphold the law.,




4:1 Ti odv épobpev evpricévae Aﬁgm‘lp
TOV TPOTATOPQ, UGV KT GapKa; 2 &

Yap APpaip €
Kanxquq,

Jouon ~eyes, BmoTencey !
£® Kai thoyicthy avTd 51%

£E Epyov £dikaumbn, Eyel
oV pog Bedv. 3 Tiyap M
1, 'Enigtevoey 82 Afpadp 10

dikanociviv. 4 @ 82 Epyalopéve O
o0 0v Loyiletm xata yapv GAid

Katd Opeik

pa, S 8¢ pn Epyalopive

MOTEVOVTL OE EMi TOV HIKODVIU TOV
aoepil Aoyiletar 1 TioTig avTol £

3

dicorocvvnv: 6 kaBdnep kal

Amﬁg Aéyer

1OV pokoptopdv Tod avlponov o o 0eog

AoyiCetm Saovvnv
7 Maoxapin ov apé

T 3

wpig Epyov,
oav ai avopiol

Kat @v Enckaiieinoay ai

apaptiar

8 paxéprog aviip ob ot pi eyionTan

KUpLog apgpriov.

9 O NOKAPIGHOG OVV OVTOG EMIL TV

TEPLTONTV T Kot &l

v
Afyopev ydp, ’Eloyl:aq

axkpofvotiav,
@ Afpedap 1

nioTig gig Owkanocivny. 10 neg ouv

ghoyicln; v meprropd] Ovou 1 &v

dxpoPuctig; ovk &v mepropy] GAA’ v
axpoPuotig- 11 kai onpeiov EraPev

MEPLTONTiG GPpayida rﬁé
TL;_LGTEmg 'c:qg &V Tﬂ (IKQO
£Vl auTOV MUTEPA TAVIWV TV

O1KatoovVI|G THG
VOTIY, £iGT0

moTEvdvIoV O dk oﬁumiwi, gig 10

AoyieBijvan [kai] avtoig [thv

dwaoocvvny, 12 Kot TaTEpa TEPLTOpTG

T0ig OUK £K TEPITOpT(G HOVOV
101 oTOYOUGLY TOIG LYVEGLV TG

a Kol
gv

axpofuotia tictemg Tol ToTtpog NUdv

APpady.

13 O0 yap S1i vopov 1| Enayy

eAla 1)

APpadp fi 16 onéppgr adTod, 10
Klngovéuov aOTOV eV KOGUOL, GAAN
dulx Stcarocvvng mictems. 14 &l yap oi &k
VOOU KANPOVOLOL, KEKEVMTAL 1] THOTIG
Kol kaTipyntar 1) énayyedia- 15 6 yap
VOROG OpyMY KATEPYGLETUL OV 0€ OUK
£oTv vopog 00dE nopapacis. 16 i
toito & mioTewg, iva Katd yapw, &ig 16
givan PePaiav mv érayyeriiav Tavii @
OTEPRATL, OV T £K TOV V(’)EOD povov

ALY kol T@ £k mioTemg A
QTP TAVIGV NpdV, 1
on

gadp, 0¢ éoTv
Kabwg yéypantal
atipa rolhdv £Bvav TEleika ot,

Katévavil oo érictevosy 0god Tod

Lmomowivtog ToDG VEKPOUG Kat
Kahobvrog Té pi vt G dvra-
Top

18"6g

ida én” EAmid1 émioTevoev &ic 1O

YEvESOon aitOV maTépa olAGV 0viv
Kata 1o eipnipivov, orag ot 10
sncppa sov, 19 kol un dobevijoag 1l
TIGTEL KATEVONOEV 1O £quTod odpa [1)on]
VEVEKPOUEVOV, EKATOVINETNG TTOV

VAPV,
Lappag

Kai TV VEKpaoy TG HATPaG

4 INPIAY 272 WHTF7 U A
CY? 93 RT¥ XKIA3? InC
YO (272 28 Q) P7Looni; KA
ac: YIC T} OWVHLAALC NS
AEEAT" ¢ I AHEH F AT A
CYF P AMAMACT Aoy R EPP@
S TRmiAT=z AATIvg. Lowgry
NIZ DA 1o NTE WL RO AEmC
ATT i SYIC 713 ATIRE ¢+ ST
Torjr (FLELEdP ATLPTT (o
AFE X P US EEmCATA & SX}
LY RPT £ NHLANAC FA
76 REPT MTLETCAT DA Do
N85 £514-A NIEV ALA:-

19m9F e ¢MNLPATO-
s hF Ty v
hEWF@ 1893 STo-§

334 ZmhET 1188 TCIH
o Ng-) 1@-=a

9 ALY £V 41805 N e=1LNH
Y17 SED £ DA RAILNT
AR ANMICYS X5P U5 Pém
AT AIMAE whI%T Témd
AT 1 HICH AN 31 ®Lh ALT
ZUT ICBA AELAT+ ARV
IC MR # WARILH AMce
AP £ ISP 1 T
Pl H) FRART AL LU
AICH Z1P AL e LEmé-
IR ARNE ATLET™y o AT
WIAUD Yo RATILETT RAT
N2 i EHer ATNHET
A1F AEEAT® YIC 17 KA ¥7 A
CY9 ALILH THIL o} TAT YR}
A2 £°M° A"LhviA Y0-o

13 P9A7™Y LT KIAITT ANl
CY?S Al tHAme PHdd A
ARSI X2¥ 10 MK 1h7? K&
ZAT*z WhaT CUMFN eL0F
e AP h¥k PShA i
@9® PA FECAALI BhT ™
QFY FRCIASE YIC 17 21 (A
ANT o FAAG TAT x

16-17 DALY hav? AF AL
hAICYS™ AFH £ AU AN
v-iv PG FA KTARS WIS R
LU ML (AT Y01 ACAT™ -
Adlit Al A0 ALt M
AL AR&LY Ae™FT aprot (7L
07 TAA@F NMA AECT i1
ms 1T GhTAn LF fATE
AT 102 BNCY NS0 AU Te-
N2 A+ Tad NAae 1
i AavHl AT AT Thé
LN ko) weoeg Soni-g™ [*IN
ah U RIE e T T407
o0 the "1 POt Uy
e rh AL FemAhti

" The Example of Abraham

4 T'What then are we to say was gained
by» Abraham, our ancestor according
io the flesh? *For if Abraham was jus-
tified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God. 3For
what does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteonsness.” 4Now lo one who
works, wages are not reckoncd as a gift
tut as something due. SBut to one who
without works Irusts him who justifies the
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness. $So also David speaks Of
the blessedness of those to whom God
reckons righteousness apart from works:
T“Blessed are those whose
iniquilies are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
Splessed is the one against whom
the Lord will not reckon sin.”

91s this blessedness, then, pronounced
only on the circumcised, or also on the
uacircumciscd? We say, “Faith was reck-
oned to Abraham as righteousness.”
WHow then was il reckoned to him? Was
it before or afier he had been circum-
cised? It was not after, but before he was
circumcised. "'He received the sign of
circumcision as a seal of the righteous-
aess that he had by [aith while he was
stifl uncircumcised. The purposc was to
make him the ancestor of all who believe
without being circumcised and who thus
have righteousness reckoned to them,
Rand likewise the ancestor of the cir-
cumcised who are not only circumcised
but who also follow the example of ‘the
faith that our ancestor Abraham had
before be was circumcised.

God’s Promise Realized through Faith

" 13For the promise that he would in-
herit the world did not come 10 Abraham
ar to his descendants through the law but

through the righteousness of faith. MIf it

is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promisc is
void. For the law brings wrath; but
where there 8 no law, neither is there
vinlation.

16 For this reason it depends on {aith,
in order that the promisc may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his des-
cendants, not only to the adherents of
the law but also to those who share the
faith of Abrabham (for he is the father of
all of us, as it is written, “1 have made
you the father of mamy nations™)—in the
presence of the God in whom bhe
believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not
exist. ®Hoping against hope, he believed
that he would become “ihe father of
many nations,” according to what was
said, “So mumerous shall your descen-
dants be.” *He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which
was alreadye as good as dead (for he was
about 8 hundred years old), or when he
considercd the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb.
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1o Goxl, being fully convinced that God
was able to do what he had promised.
2 Therefore his faithr “was reckoned (o
him as righteousness.” ¥ Now the words,
“it was reckoned o him,” were writlen
not for his sake alone, Z#but for ours
also. It will be reckoned 10 us who believe
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, *»who was handed over 10
death for our trespasses and was raised
for our justification.

Results of Justification
5 I'Thercfore, since we are justilied by
faith, wee? bave peace with God
through our ELord Jesus Chrisi, 2through
whom we have obtained access” o Lhis
grace in which we stand; and we* boast
in our hope of sharing the glory ol God.
3 And not only that, but we? also hoast in
our sufferings, mowing that suffering
produces endurance, *and endurance
produccs character, and character
produces hope, Sand hope does not dis-
appoint us, because God’s fove has been
pourcd into our hearts through the Holy

Spirit that has been given 10 us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the
nght time Christ died for the ungodiy.
7Indced, rarcly will anyone die for a
righteous person—though perbaps for a
good person someone might actually
dare to die.  But God proves his love for
us in that while we still were sinners
Christ died for us. *Much more surely
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from the wrath of God.: ¢ For if while we
were enemies, we were rcconciled to
God through the death of his Son, mueh
more surely, having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. 1 But more than
that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
hkave now received rcconciliaﬁon.

Adam and Christ
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the
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world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread Lo all
because all have sinned— "sin was in-
deed in the workd before the law, but sin
is not reckoned when there is no law.
WYet desth exercised dominion from
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Adam to Moses, even over those whose
sins were not like the transgression of
Adam, who is a type of the one who was
to come.
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15But the free gifi is not like the

trespass. For if the many died through
the one man's trespass, much more sure-
ly have the grace of God and the [ree gift
in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
sbounded for the many. ¥And the frec
gift is not like the effect of the one man’s
sin. For the judgment foliowing one
trespass brought condemnation, but the
free gift following many trespasses brings
justification. 17If, because of the one
man's trespass, death exercised dominion
through that one, much more surely will
thosc who receive the abundance of

‘grace and the frec gift of righteousness

exercise dominion in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ.

18Thercfore just as one man's
trespass led to condemnation for all, 50
one man's act of righteousaess ieads to
justification and Efe for all. For just as
by the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man’s
obedience the many will be made
rightecus. ®But law came in, with the
result that the trespass multiplied; but
where sin increased, grace abounded all
the more, 2150 that, just as sin exercised
dominion in death, so grace might also
exercise dominion through justification®
leading to cternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. )

Dying and Rising with Christ
6

1What then are we to say? Shouki we
continue in sin in order that grace
may abound? ?By no means! How can

LT RI%T RECT? MACH N15¢e
AT 3meh hhohth ASha OC
AL AT 132 tFmemdT -AF)
h*k IC A2 NW W8 \If
FmovpT K3 a-kFYT NIV hC
A0 AR POC howF7 XIL 7
ATRL- AT ANRD LT NS
o(h 2 TR IOC K38 AW L
T+t hach 2C M=

59k 1"LeenA T hach
IC NG TR0 (FLeepA
FIUh £ BWACH 2C NFMIC
AFE XML uUN @A F ADMUAT
NIZYM e3mht 42 £AC W3R
ACI® APTF hACH I AIL -0
A AS@-FAYE M0 homohE
2 LEAT s IS¥IC 73 hhchvtd oc
W13 hACh JOC 297 fagad
AIEITC ASTSASE ShCht hom
I Fit oL LT NIREPY
Py OF LY KISL O ZSo-Fh

1 a WP} AL LR LA AD
MAT PERATE Lot ooy
1 ANTLANALC £TLA S NAIL
¢ ASHE 21T ASmUAT NIR
PAFo-+ T3 OCHH W00 N1 F
7 o ANTLAAC PP
AT ST LATY Ems- o

we who died 1o sin go on living in it? Do
you not know that alt of us who have
been baplized inmto Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? *Therelore we
have been buried with him by baptism
into death, so thal, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the plory of the
Father, so we too might walk in ncwness
of life.

5Far if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we will ceriainly be
united with him in a resurrcetion like his.
We know that our old self was crucificd
with him so that the hody of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is
freed from sin. $But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. *We know that Christ, baing
raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over
him. " The death he died, be died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives
to God, So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to Cud
in Christ Jesus.
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" {2 Therefore, do not let sin exercise
dominion in your mortal bodics, to makc
you obcy their passions. 3No longer
present yout mcmbers to sin as
instruments” of wickedness, but prescnt
yourschves to God as thosc who have
been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as in-
struments® of rightepusness. ¥For sin
will have no dominion over you, since
you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves of Righteonsness

15 What then? Should we sin because
we are not under law but under grace?
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By no means! % Do you not know that if
you present yourselvwes to amyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads
to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? *7But thanks be to God
that you, having once been slaves of sin,
have become obedient from the heart to
the form of teaching to which you were
entrusted, 8and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness, #*1 am speaking in buman
terms because of your natural limita-
tions.® For just as you once presented
your members 23 slaves to impurity and
to greater and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanclification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you
were free in regard to righteousness.
31Sp what advantage did you then get
[rom the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those things is
death. 2But pow that you have been
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
advantage you get is sanctification. The
end i cternal Jife. 2¥For the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord,

As Analogy from Marriage
7

1Do you not know, brothers and

sisters*—-for I am speaking to those
who know the law —that the law is bind-
ing on a person only during that person’s
lifetime? 2Thus a mammied woman is
bound by the law to her hushand as long
as he lives; but if her hushand dies, she
is discharged from the law concerning the
husband. 3 Accordingly, she will be called
an adulteress if she lives with another
mean while her husband is alive. But if her
husband dics, she is free from that faw,
and if she marries another man, she s
not an adulteress.
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have died to the law through the body of
Christ, so _thal you may belong (o

another, to him who has been raised

[rom (he dead in order that we may bear
fruit for God. $While we werc living in
the ficsh, our sinful passions, aroused by
the law, were at work in our members 10
bear fruit for death. $But now we are
discharged from the law, dead to that
which held us captive, so that we arc

. slaves not umkler the old written code but

in the new life of the Spirit.

The Law and Sin

7What then should we say? That the
law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had
not been for the law, I would not have
known sin. I would not have known what
it is to covet if the law had not said, “You
shall not covet.” ¥But sin, scizing an op-
portunity in thc commandment,
produced in mc all kinds of covetousness.
Apart from the law sin lies dead. *I was
once alive apart from the law, but when
the commandment came, sin revived
Wand I died, and the very commandment
that promised life proved (o be death to
me. 1 For sin, seizing an opporiunity in
the commandment, deceived me and
through it kilied me. ¥ 8o the law is holy,
and the commandment is holy and just
and good.

13Did what is pood, then, bring death
to me? By no means! It was sin, working
death in me throegh what is good, in
ordcr that sin might be shown to be sin,
and through the commandment might
become sinful beyond measure.

The Inmer Conflict

l4For we know that the law is
spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sokl into
slavery under sin.r 5] do oot understand
my own actions. For T do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate.
B Now if I do what I do not want, [ agree
that the law is good. “Butmfactitisno

jonger I that dao it t s _
within me "For I koow that nothing

Y0P 2#g ANTG: smANow Y “IL good dwells within me, that B, in my

fiesh. 1 can will what is right, but I capnot
do it. ¥ For I do pot do the good 1 want,
but the cvil I do not want is what 1 do.
2 Now if T do what I do not want, il is no
longer I that do it, bul sin that dwells
within me.
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want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. #For I delight in the law of God
in my inmost self, ¥but I see in my
mcmbers another law at war with the iaw
of my mind, making me captive to the
law of sin that dwells in my members.
U Wreiched man that I am! Who will
rescuc me from this body of death?
#5Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!

So then, with my mind I am a siave to
the law of God, but with my flesh I am a
slave 1o the law of sin. .

Life in the Spirit

8 IThere is therefore now fe condem-

nation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. ?For the law of the Spiritz of life
in Christ Jesus has sct you? free from the
law of sin and of death. For God has
done what the law, weakened by the
fiesh, could not do: by sending his own
Son in the Ekeness of sinful Oesh, and 10
deal with sin,? he condemned sin in the
flesh, #so that the just requirement of the
faw might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according 10 the flesh but according to
the Spirit* *For those who live according
to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit? sct their minds on the things
of the Spirit2z $To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit7 is life and peace. 7For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God's
law —indeed it cannot, *and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are
in the Spirit? since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
hira. ¥But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit< is
life becausc of righteousness. MIf the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ¢
from the dead will give life to your mor-
tal bodies also throughe his Spirit that
dwells in you.

125a then, brothers and sisters,f we
are debtors, not to the flesh, to live ac-
cording 10 the flesh— Rior if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. ¥For all who

——"""2180 1 find it to bc a law that whea I

are led by the Spirit of God are children

of God,
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the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large
family.? ®And those whom he predes-
tined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom
he justificd be also glorified.
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God’s Lave in Christ Jesus

31 What then are we to say about
these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? ¥He who did not withhold
his own Son, but pave him up for all of
us, will he pot with him also give us
everything else? ¥3Who will bring any
charge against God’s clect? It is God who
justifies. MWho is to condemn? It is
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, )
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who indeed interccdes for us.¢ ¥ Who.
will separate us from the tove of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? ¥ As jt is written,
. “For your sake we are being
kilicd all day long;
wc arc accounted as sheep to
be slaughtercd.”
¥No, in all these things wc arc more
than conguerors through him who loved
us. ¥For T am convinced that neither
death, nor lifc, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things preseni, nor things to come, nor
powers, ¥nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

God’s Electlon of Israel

9 1T am speaking the truth in Christ—I

am not lying; my conscience confirms
it by the Holy Spirit— 2I have great
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. 3For I could wish that 1 myseif
were accursed and cut off from Christ for
the sake of my own pcople,” my kindred
according to the flesh. 4They are Is-
raclites, and to them belong the adop-
tion, the glory, the covenants, the giving
of the law, the worship, and the promises;
510 them beiong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the
Messiah, T who is over all, God blessed
forever.r Amcn.

61t is not as though the word of God
had failed. For not all Iscaelitcs truly
belong 1o Israel, Tand not all of
Abrabam’s children arc his true descen-
dants; but “It is through Isaac that des-
cendants shall be named for you.” ®This
means that it is not the children of the
flesh who are the children of God, but

thechﬂdrenofthcpmmlscmwunwd
as descendants.
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SFor this is what the

“promise said, “About this time [ will

return and Sarah shall have a son.”
®Nor is that all; something similar hap-
pened to Rebecca when she had con-
ceived children by one husband, our
ancestor Isaac. Even belore they had
been bom or had done anything good or
bad (so that God's of clection
might continue, 2not by works but by his
call) she was told, “The elder shall serve
the younger.” 13 As it is written,
“I have laved Jacob,
but I have hated Esau.”

14What then are we to say? Is there
injustice on God’s part? By no means!
S For he says to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I
have mercy,
and I will have compassion on
whom 1 have compassion.”
15So it depends not on human will or
exertion, but on God who shows mercy.
17For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “1
have raised you up for the very purpose
of showing my power in you, so that my
name may be proclaimed in all the
carth.” ™So then he has mercy on
whomever he chooses, and he hardens
the heart of whomever he chooses.

God’s Wrath and Mercy

19You will say to mc then, “Why then
does he still find fault? For who can
resist his will?” ®But who indecd are
you, a human being, to argue with God?
Will what 5 molded say to the one who
molds it, “Why have you made me like
this?” 21Has the potter no right over the
clay, to make out of the same lump one
object for special use and another for

i use? 2'What if God, desiring to
show his wrath and to make known his
power, has endured with much patience
the objects of wrath that are made for
destruction; ®and what if he has done s0
in order w0 make known the riches of bis
glory for the objects of mercy, which he
has prepared beforehand for plory—
Mincluding us whom he has called, not
from the Jews only but also from the
Gentiles? ¥ As indeed he says in Hosea,
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“Those who were not my people
I wil! cail ‘my people,’
and her who was not beloved I
will call ‘beloved.’”
#“And in the very place where it
was said to them, ‘You
arc not my people,’
there they shall be called
children of the living God.”
27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Is-
rael, “Though the number of the children
of Israel were like the sand of the sea,
remnant of them will be saved;
Bfor the Lord will excente his sentence
on the earth quickly and decisively.”«
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Israel and the Gospel
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" B And as Isaiah predicted,

“If the Lord of hosts had not left
survivors® 1o us,
we would bave fared like Sodom
and been made like Gomorrah.”

Israel’s Unbelief

30 Wha then are we to say? Gentiics,
who did pot strive for righteousness, have
attained it, that is, righteousoess through
faith; 3tbw Isracl, who did strive for the
righteousness that is based on the law,
did not succced in fulfilling that law,
3'Why not? Because they did not strive
for it on the basis of faith, but as if it
were bascd on works. They bhave
stumbled over the stumbling stone, ¥as
it s written,

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone
that will make people
stumbie, a rock that will
make them [all,

and whoever believes in him»
will not be put to shame.”

1 0 1Brothers and sisters,* my heart’s

desire and prayer to God for them
is that they may be saved. 21 can testify
that they have a zeal for God, but it is
not enlightened. 3For, being ignorant of -
the righteousness that comes from God,
and secking to establish their own, they
have not submitted to God's rightcous-
ness, 4For Christ is the end of the law 30
that there may be righteousncss for
everyone who believes,
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Salvation s for All

5Moses writes concerning  the
rightessusness that comes from the law,
that “the person who docs these things
will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness
that comes from faith says, “Do not say
in your beart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?' ™ (that is, to bring Christ down)
T4or "Who will descend into the abyss?'”
(that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). BBut what does it say?

“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we
im); *becauser if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from
the decad, you will be saved. #*For one
believes with the heart and so is justified,
and onc confesses with the mouth and so
is saved. WThe scripture says, “No one
who believes in him will be put to
shame.” 12For there s no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord
is Lord of all and is generous to all who
call on him. BFor, “Everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord shalf be saved.”
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14But how are they to call on one in
whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him?
SAnd how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is wrilien,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!” ¥But not all have
obeyed the good news;? for Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has beficved our message?”
1780 faith comes from what is heard, and
what is heard comes through the word of
Christ.©

18But I ask, have they not heard?
Indeed they have; for

“Their voice has gone out to all
the earth,

and their words to the cnds of
the world.”

¥ Again | ask, did Isracl not understand?
First Moses savs.

“I will make you jealous of thosc
who are not a nation;
with a foolish nation | wili
make you angry.”
¥ Then Isaiab is so bold as to say,
“I have been found by thosc who
did not seck me;
I have shown mysclf to those
who did not ask for me.”
N But of Israel he says, “All day iong I
have held out my hands to a disobedient
and contrary people.”

Isruel’'s Rejection Is Not Final

11 17 ask, then, has God rejecicd his
people? By po means! [ myself am
sn Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin, 2God
has not rejected his people whom he
forcknew. Do you not know what ihe
scripture says of Elijah, how be pleads
with God against Israel? *“Lord, they
have killed your prophets, they have
demolished your altars; I afone am left,
and they are seeking my life.” 4 But what
is the divine reply to him? “I have kept
for myself seven thousand who have not
bowed the knee to Baal.” 550 wo at the
present time there is a remnant, chosen
by grace. $But if it is by grace, it is no
longer on the basis of works, otherwise
grace would no longer be grace.b
7What then? Israc! Failed to obtain
what it was seeking. The elect obtained
it, but the rest were hardened, ®as it is
written,
“God gave them a sluggish spirit,
eyes that would not sec
and ears that would not hear,
down (o this very day.”
?And David says,
“Let their table become a snare
and a trap,
a stumbling block and a
retribution for theny;
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world, what will their acceptance be but
life from the dead! YIf the part of the
dough offered as first fruils is holy, then
the whole batch is holy; and if the root is
holy, then the branches also are holy.
17But if some of the branches were
broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot,
were grafted in their place to share the
rich roott of the olive tree, ¥do pot
boast over the branches. If you do boast,
remember that it is not you that support
the root, but the root that supports you.
¥ You will say, “Branches were broken
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they do not persist in unbelief, will be
grafted in_for God has the nower 10 graft
them in again. #For if you have becn cut
from what is by nature a wild olive trec
and grafted, contrary to nature, intc a
cultivated olive tree, how much more will
these natural branches be grafied back
into their own olive tree.
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ANl Israel Will Be Suved

2580 that you may not claim (0 be
wiser than you are, brothers and sisters,)
I want you to understand this mystery: a
hardening has come upon part of Israel,
unti] the full number of the Genliles has
come in. ¥ And so all Israel will be saved;
as it is written,

“Cut of Zion will come the
Deliverer;
he will banish ungodliness
from Jacob.”
1“And this is my covenani
with them,
whea I take away their sins.”

B As regards the gospel they are enemies
of God* for your sake; but as regards
cicction they are beloved, for the sake of
their ancestors; #for the pifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable. #Just as
you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, 3so they have now
been disobedicnt in order that, by the
mercy shown to you, they too may now!
reccive mercy. 2 For God has imprisoned
all in disobedience so thal hc may be
merciful 10 all. .

330 the depth of the riches and wis-
dom and knowledge of God! How un-
scarchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!

M“For who has known the mind of

the Lord?
Or who has been his
counsclor?”

3“0r who has given a gift to him,

to receive a gift in retorn?”
%For from him and through him and to
him are all things. To him be the glory
forever. Amen. ’

The New Life im Christ
12 I appeal to you therefore,
brothers and sisters,” by the mer-
cies of God, to preseat your bodies as 2
living -sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which i your spiritual® worship.
z2Do not be conformed to this world,® but
be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God —what is good and accep-
table and perfect.?
3For by the grace given 10 me | say
to everyone among you not to think of
yourscif more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned.
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. 4Forasinone
body we have many members, and not alf
the members have the same function, S50
we, who arc many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. ¢ We have gifis that differ
according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to [aith;
Tministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
tcaching; %ihe exborter, in exhartation;
the giver, in genercsity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerful-
ness,

Marks of the True Christian

9Let Jove be genuine; hate what is
evil, hold fast to what is good; ¥love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord.¢ 2Rejoice in hope, be patieat in
suffering, perscverc in prayer.
13Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.
14Bless those wha persecutc you;
bless and do not cursc them. 'SRejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. ¥Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly;" do not claim to boc wiser
than you are. 7 Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all 18]f it is possible,
so far as it depends on you, live peaceab-
ly with all. 1 Beloved, nover avenge your-
selfves, but leave room for the wrath of
God;* for it i written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 2*No,
“if your enemies are hungry, feed them;
if they are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.
Reing Subject to Authorities
13 ILet every person be subject to the
governing authoritics;, for there is
no authority except from God, and those
authorities that exist have been instituted
by God. *Therefore whocver resists
authorily resisis what God has appointed,
and those who resist will incur judgment.
IFor rulers are pot a lerror to good
conduct, but 10 bad. Do you wish to have
no fear of the authority? Then do what
is good, and you will receive its approval;
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Y“for i1 is God’s servant for your good.
But if you do what is wrong, you should
be afraid, for the authority! does not bear
the sword in vain! It is the servant of God
10 execute wrath on the wrongdoer.
STherefore onc must be subject, not only
because of wrath but also because of
conscicnce. $For the same reason you
also pay (axes, for the authorities are
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God's servants, busy with this very thing.
7Pay to all what is due them—taxcs 10
whom taxes are due, revenue to whom
revenue s due, respect to whom respect
is duc, honor to whom honor is due.

Love for Oue Asother

80we oo onc anything, except to love
one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law, *The com-
mandments, *“You shall not commit adul-
tery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; ‘You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this
word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
*]ove does no wrong to a ncighbor
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

An Urgent Appeal

11 Besides this, you know what time it
is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
t¢ us now than when we became
believers; 2the zight is far gone, the day
is near. Let us then lay aside the works
of darkness and put on the armor of
light; $2]et us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. ¥Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratily is

desires.
141Welconw those who are weak in
faith, but pot for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe
in eating anything, while the weak cat
only vegetables. ¥Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgment on
those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. 4Who arc you to pass judgment on
servants of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they
will be upheld, for the Lord® is able to
make them stand.
5Some judge one day to be better
than another, while others judge all days
o be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. *Those who observe the

Do Net Judge Another

AC A1 Ahe FhAGAT $TLOAS®  day, obscrve it in honor of the Lord, Also

those who eat, eat in honor of the Lo;:
since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor of
the Lord and give thanks to God.
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TWe do not live 0 ourselves, and we
do not die 1o ourselves. *If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord; so then, whethcr we live or
whethcr we die, we are the Lord’s. *For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so
that he might be Lord of both the dead
art the living.
10Why do you pass judgment on your
brother or sister?* Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister?* For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of
God.* 11 For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, cvery
knee shall bow 10 me,
and every tongue shalt give
praise oY God.”
1250 then, each of us will be accountable
10 God.z

Do Not Make Another Stumbile

13Let us thereforc po longer pass
judgment on one another, but resolve
instead never to put a stumbling block or
hindrance in the way of another.« 1]
know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but
it is unclean for anyonc who thinks it
unclean. I your brother or sister” is
being injured by what you eat, you are na
longer walking in love. Do nol Iet what
you eat cause the ruin of one for whom
Christ died. ¥So do not let your good be
spoken of as evil. ¥For the kingdom of
God is not food amnd drink but righteous-
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
18The onec who thus serves Christ is ac-
ceplable to God and has human
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approval. YLet us then pursue what
makes for pesce and for mutual upbuild-
ing. ®Do not, for the sake of food,
destroy the work of God. Everything is
indecd clean, but it is wrong for you to
make others fall by what you eat; it is
good not to eat meat or drink wine or do
anything that makes your brother or
sister? stumble.c 2The faith that you
have, have as your own conviction before
God. Blessed are those who have no
reason to condemn themselves because
of what they approve. #®But those who
have doubts arc condemned if they cat,
because they do not act from faith; 4 for
whatever does not proceed from faith? is
sin.¢
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glary of God. $For I tell you that Christ
has become a servaat of the circumcised
on behalf of the truth of God in order
that he might confirm the promises given
to the patriarchs, *and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As il is written,
“Thevefore I will confess/ you
among the Gentilcs,
and sing praises to your name";
Wand again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
peopie™;
Hand again,
_ “Praise the Lord, all you Gentilcs,
and let all the peoples
praise him™;
2and again Isaiah says,
*“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who riscs o rule
the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”

BMay the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Paul's Reason for Writing S Boldly

141 myself feel confident about ynu,
my brothers and sisters,# that you your-
selves are full of goodness, Gilled with all
knowledge, and able o instruct onc
another. S Nevertheless on some points |
have written 0 you rather boldly by way
of reminder, because of the grace given
me by God ¥to be a minister of Christ
Jesus 10 the Gentiles in the priestly ser-
vice of the gospel of God, so that the
offering of the Gentiles may be acecp-
table, sanctified by the Holy Spiril.
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3_61-;1% and Aquila, who work
with me in Christ Jesus, *and who risked
their pecks for my life, to whom not only
I give thanks, but also all the churches of
the Geatiles. SGrect also the church in
their house. Greet my beloved
Epacnetus, who was the first copvert? in
Asia for Christ. *Greet Mary, who bas
worked very hard among you. 7Greet
Andronicus and Junia,” my relatives* who
were in prison with me; they arc
prominent among the apostles, and they
were in Christ beforc I was. %Greel
Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.
*Greet Urbanus, our ¢o-worker in
Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 1*Greet
Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet
those who belong to the family of Aris-
tobuhss, " Greet my relative’ Herodion
Greet those in the Lord who belong to
the family of Narcissus. '2Greet those
workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and
Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who
has worked hard in the Lord. ?Great
Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his
mother—a mother to me also. MGreet
Asyncritus, Phiegon, Hermes, Patrobas,
Hermas, and the brothers and sisters?
who are with them., $Greet Philologus,
Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olym-
pas, and all the saints who are with them.
1$Greet one another with a holy kiss. All
the churches of Christ greet you.

Final Instructions

171 urge you, brothers and sisters,” to
keep an eye on those who cause dissen-
sions and offenses, in opposition to the
teaching that you have learned; avoid
them. #For such people do not serve our
Lord Christ, but their own appctites,>
agd by smooth talk and flattery they
deceive the hearts of the simple-minded.
PFor while your obedience is known to
all, so that I rejoice over you, I want you
to be wise in what i good and puileless
in what is cvil. 2#The God of peace will
shortly crush Satan under your feet. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with

you.*
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21 Timothy, my co-worker, greets you,
50 do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my
relatives.y

221 Tertivs, the writer of this letter,
greet you in the Lord.z

23 Gaius, who is host to me and 10 the
whole church, greets you Erastus, the
city treasurer, and our brother Quartus,

greet youw.?

Finsf Doxology

25Now to God* who is able to
strengthen you acconding to my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the
mystery that was kept secret for long
ages ¥*but is now disclosed, and through
the propbetic writings is made known to
all the Gentiles, according to the com-
mand of the cternal God, to bring about
the obedicace of faith— Fto the only
wise God, through Jesus Christ, (o
whom¢ be the glory forever! Amen.d
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